
Implementation Strategies for 
Large Restorations

Planting Prairie across Many Acres



Large Restorations:
How are they similar to smaller 

restorations?

Need the same basic information about your site:
Soil characteristics
Hydrology

Same Planting info:
Species List
Get seed
Dormant seeding

Same follow-up:
Apply fire
Control weeds



Large Restorations:
How do they differ from smaller 

Restorations?

Scale issues:
Where are you going to get a ton of seed?
Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ рллŀŎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΚ
How can you control weeds at this scale?
How can you safely burn?

Macro issues:
How do the components of your site interact?

Plant communities
Insect communities 
Herpcommunities

Reduced edge effects
Vegetationalstructure diversity



Large Restorations:
Some Common Characteristics

¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ άŘŜ-ƴƻǾƻέ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎǎ

Can be considered reconstructions

Often planted into aglands

Most often in row crop; sometimes

Into grazed lands



Large Restorations: 
What are the main issues?

Soil Types
Hydrology work

Site Prep
Large quantity of seed

Fire Program
Land Management Team



Hydrology

/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ άǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŜέ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƛƭ ƘȅŘǊƻƭƻƎȅΚ
Do you need to alter drainage?
When should you do this work?

How much will it cost?
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