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Clues for Choosing Appropriate 

Plant Communities

ÅRemnant Natural 

Areas 

ÅSoil Surveys 

ÅSurvey Notes

ÅAspect and Slope 

ÅHydrology



Using Remnant Natural Areas

ÅIf available they are the best way to 
determine the species appropriate for your 
restoration

ÅBe aware of changes in the composition of 
these communities due to altered 
disturbance regimes (fire suppression) and 
invasive species 

ÅBe aware of effects of fragmentation, 
domestic grazing and deer herbivory



Soil Surveys

ÅOften describe the native vegetation of the 

soil type

ÅThey give clues to possible alterations of 

hydrology

ÅOther information such as pH and subsoil 

layers are also very useful for planning 

purposes 



Survey Notes

ÅGives characteristic 

vegetation

ÅTrees species noted 

along section lines

ÅMay have bias 

according to the 

surveyor 

ÅBotanical ability of 

surveyors varied


